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Our Purpose
Scouting actively engages and supports 
young people in their personal 
development, empowering them to 
make a positive contribution to society. 
In partnership with adults, young people 
take part in fun indoor and outdoor 
activities. They learn by doing, share in 
spiritual reflection, take responsibility 
and make choices, undertake new and 
challenging activities, and live their  
Scout Promise.

Our Values
As Scouts we are guided by the  
values of integrity; respect; care;  
belief and cooperation.

Our Vision
In May 2014 the Scout Association 
launched the 2014-18 strategy, Scouting 
for All. The strategy sets out a plan to 
achieve our ambitious Vision for Scouting 
towards 2018. 

Scouting in 2018  
will: 
• Make a positive impact  
 in our communities 

• Prepare young people  
 to be active citizens 

• Embrace and contribute  
 to social change 

Scouting in 2018  
will be: 
• Shaped by young people  
 in partnership with adults 

• Enjoyed by more young people  
 and more adult volunteers 

• As diverse as the communities  
 in which we live 

Members of Scouting  
in 2018 will feel: 
• Empowered 

• Valued 

• Proud 



As we move towards 2018 and 
the Scout Association vision for 
growth, it is a real pleasure to be 
able to report that Staffordshire 
has again grown for the twelfth 
successive year and now has 
11,259 members, this comprises 
8,388 young people and 2,871 
adult volunteers. 

That is a gain of 265 young people, and 
despite working hard on lowering the 
number of young people on waiting lists 
there are still 154 who have not yet had 
the opportunity to join our sections. We 
have continued with our “Grow your 
Group” project and the final year of 
the regional four counties development 
project to support our growth initiatives. 
The growth that the county has seen 
since 2012 resulted in Staffordshire being 
awarded third place in the national county 
growth at the Awards For all presentation 
at Summit 17. However we shouldn’t just 
believe that we can continue growing, 
we do need to focus on the groups 
with missing sections and small sections 
as well as looking at the opportunities 
to open new provision where gaps are 
identified. All this hinges on offering a 
quality programme that will encourage 
young people to join and to stay as well as 
motivating our adults. 

It has been a very busy year once again 
and we have seen our programme 
supported by a County Beaver Day where 
Beaudesert became a pirate paradise for 
the day, which was enjoyed by Beavers 
from across the county, helping Beavers 
to celebrate 30 years of Beaver Scouting. 
We also had the Cubs 100 celebrations, 
with a county camp at Chester Zoo and 
then parties galore across the county in 
December for the promise renewal in 
many different venues and formats, an 
exciting year for those young people in 
the sections and supported by much hard 
work from the adults. 

Our programme team have worked hard 
and offered other county events such as 
Explorer scout’s Hunger Games camp, 
expeditions to support top awards and 
support for leaders delivering these. 
During the year we have had a further five 
young people achieve their Queen’s Scouts 
award, the top award for young people 
to gain. This is on top of the numerous 
young people who gain their top award 
in each section making the most of the 
opportunities that scouting provides for 
them. The change to Network has meant 
that most district’s have a network that 
our 18-25 year olds can be part of for their 
own programme and we have network 
members now working on Scouts of the 
World award. 

This year our youth involvement has 
continued and we have seen the 
appointment of Josh Armitage as County 
Youth Commissioner and Beth Feeley 
as Deputy Youth Commissioner. Our 
third youth conference helped young 
people to see how executives work and 
helped them develop skills to support 
them working in their districts. Our youth 
team also continues to be involved in 
all county based activities and supports 
appointments and core teams for events, 
as well as providing inspiration and ideas. 

We have continued our focus on 
governance this year and have encouraged 
all executives to engage with the module 
1 Executive training and further executive 
training, there is still work to do here. This 
year has also seen working groups to plan 
international events for the future and for 
inclusion support. International trips have 
been held by some groups and districts 
and there is a county trip to the Sweden 
jamboree planned for August 2017 
which has been well subscribed with both 
young people and adults, adding an extra 
dimension to Scouting for all involved. 

As we move forward it is up to us all to 
ensure that we give as many young people 
the opportunity to experience Scouting 
and the chance to gain valuable skills for 
life, to do all of this we need to remember 
that we could not offer this without the 
tireless work of all our volunteers, thank 
you to them all. As this will be my last 
report as County Commissioner I would 
like to thank all those who have helped 
and supported over the last six years 
to make Staffordshire Scout County a 
forward thinking and active county that 
does it’s best to offer young people quality 
programme and offer them skills for life, 
while still enabling fun and adventure for 
both the young people and adults, long 
may it continue. Thank you. 

                 

Paula Evans 
County Commissioner

County Commissioner’s Report Staffordshire in Numbers
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Over 60 Explorers from across 
the county once again gathered 
over the Halloween weekend 
to take part in the County 
Challenge camp, where districts 
competed against each other in a 
range of activities in order to be 
crowned this year’s champions. 
Could another district steal the 
glory from Moorlands’ triumph 
from the previous year?

The theme for this year’s challenge 
weekend was put forward by a group 
of Explorers during this year’s youth 
conference; with exciting and adventurous 
activities in mind The Hunger Games camp 
of 2016 was born! This group of Explorers 
were keen to make sure that districts had 
the opportunity to meet new people and 
learn a range of different skills over the 
weekend.

Halloween weekend was soon upon us 
and Beaudesert was filled with eager 
Explorers ready to take on the challenge 
that the weekend would throw at them 
and hope that the odds were in their 
favour. Friday evening saw the opening 
of camp, with teams being created and 
team flags being drawn - some even 
being worthy of the Creative Arts badge. 
Highlights of the weekend included 
being able to skin and cook rabbits, with 
some Explorers choosing to create some 
very interesting fashionwear with the 
pelt, whilst others tried their hand at axe 
throwing, something most Explorers had 
never tried before. 

As for the patient ones, who knew that 
they could light a fire using a lemon and 
some wire wool! Evenings were filled with 
wide games around Castle Ring, based 
on stealth and cunning in an attempt to 
steal another team’s flag, but screams of 
laughter from some teams really didn’t 
help!

As a county, we aim to give young people 
different opportunities and experience  
but most of all the chance to meet other 
like-minded Explorers from around the 
county. Many finished on the Sunday 
afternoon with new friendships and 
memories, as well as a tale or two to take 
back to their units. To us as leaders, this 
means success. The time and effort put 
in showed the dedication by leaders from 
around Staffordshire to make sure the 
Explorers had a weekend to remember. 

And the winners this year? Using a 
complex scoring system worthy of QI, 
Newcastle district were crowned this year’s 
champions. Well done to them all! Let’s 
see if they can hold the title for next year.

Sion Hughes  
Assistant County Commissioner 
(Explorers)

Another fantastic year of 
young people experiencing 
the wide array of adventurous 
activities scouting has to offer in 
Staffordshire. With more leaders 
gaining permits this year giving 
young people the opportunity to 
learn new skills and challenge 
their friends. 

From hillwalking and climbing to sailing 
and archery our activity teams have 
delivered many fantastic courses to our 
leaders and Explorers, providing them with 
the skills they need to gain activity permits 
and provide these activities to young 
people. With now over 200 activity permit 
holders across the county the number of 
opportunities for young people to develop 
their skills and enjoy adventurous activities 
continues to grow.

With half of the programme devoted to 
outdoors and adventure for young people 
having the opportunity to learn new skills 
and take part in adventurous activities 
is great, whether it’s their first time on 
the water in a bell boat as a Beaver, the 
challenge of climbing outdoors on natural 
rock as a Scout, or organising their own 
expedition as an Explorer. 

With now over 200 activity permit 
holders across the county, the number of 
opportunities for young people to develop 
their skills and enjoy adventurous activities 
continues to grow.

As we look forward to another exciting 
year of adventurous activities a huge 
thank you goes to all the permit holders 
who have helped deliver these activities to 
young people from all sections this year.

Alex Grew 
Assistant County Commissioner  
(Activities)
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Adventurous Activities

Explorer Hunger Games Camp



Staffordshire Scouts had another 
amazing 12 months for Youth 
Involvement across Staffordshire 
with the Staffordshire Youth 
Team (SYT) and the Youth 
Commissioner Team integral  
to this success!

In 2016 we appointed Josh Armitage 
as our Second Youth Commissioner, 
taking over from his predecessor Aaron 
Brown, with the responsibility to give the 
opportunity for Youth Shaped Scouting to 
as many young people as possible. Josh 
was ably assisted by the appointment of 
Deputy County Youth Commissioner Beth 
Feeley who has been keen to support 
District Youth Commissioners and share 
best practice around Staffordshire.

The Staffordshire Youth Team has been 
making sure that the County programme 
has truly been steered by young people, 
led by our new Youth Team chair Sean 
Adams. Over the year, representatives of 
the SYT were an integral part of the core 
planning teams for the 2016 Beaver Fun 
day, BIG Camp 2017, and the Sweden 
Adventure, turning extraordinary ideas 
into amazing activities. 

In the past year the SYT has been 
represented by young people across 
multiple Districts and the new Youth 
Team weekend enabled team members to 
influence and shape the County projects 
and activities, including our Cluedo 
themed Explorer Challenge Camp and 
the 10 year international plan. This also 
gave the team a chance to develop their 
own skill along with a presentation to 
show what opportunities are available for 
young people in Staffordshire. They plan 
to showcase this to Explorer Units across 
the County over the next 12 months; look 
out for them!

Alongside this, the Youth Commissioner 
team have been working hard towards the 
County Development plan and Scouting’s 
Vision for 2018. On Saturday 5th 
November, we held our third annual youth 
conference – YouthHub 2016. This year 
we took an exciting change to previous 
years’ programme and showed our youth 
members how they can get more involved 
in shaping their Scouting. We held fun 
filled workshops giving an introduction 
into how the activity permit scheme 
works and also a one stop ‘Jobcentre’ for 
Scouting, inspiring young people to take 
on exciting roles of the future. 

February’s national Youth Shape month 
saw Josh and Beth really taking the lead in 
supporting Youth Shaped Scouting from 
all around the County, visiting different 
sections to award Bronze, Silver and Gold 
youth shaped certificates. This even saw 
the County Executive Committee getting 
involved, being awarded their Bronze 
Youth Shaped Certificate!

The next year promises to be as fun 
filled and more youth shaped than ever, 
ensuring that as many young people 
as possible in Staffordshire get the 
opportunities to shape their Scouting 
experience and achieve our Vision for 
2018!

Rob Gilbert  
Deputy County Commissioner 
(Development)

The Staffordshire Youth Team and 
Youth Shaped Scouting
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This year five young people 
across the county gained their 
Queen’s Scout Award, the highest 
youth award in scouting.

Huge congratulations go to  
Harry Adams (7A ESU now 
Stafford Network), Elliott Staley 
(Burton Network), Benjamin 
Tranter (Cannock Network), 
Philip White (Stafford Network) 
and Jordan Everall (Newcastle 
Network)

On Sunday 23th April 2017, three of 
this year’s Queen’s Scouts attended the 
St George’s Day National Scout Service 
& Parade at Windsor Castle. This was to 
celebrate their achievement of gaining 
the Award and to share a memorable day 
out with hundreds of other young people 
from across the country. International 
adventurer and Chief Scout, Bear Grylls, 
was joined by HRH Prince Michael of Kent 
and TV personality Steve Backshall in 
honouring the Queen’s Scouts.

Queen’s Scout Awards 2017
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Bruce Field  
Assistant County Commissioner  
(Network)

Philip White reflected on the day…..

I thought that the day was very organised and very well 
thought out to the last bit. I would strongly recommend to 
every Explorer Scout and Network member to set goals to 
achieve the Queen’s Scout Award as it is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to meet a member of the Royal Family and also 
the Chief Scout. It has definitely been one of the greatest 
experiences of my life. 



In July 2017, 4 members of Aztec 
Network Tamworth, Alex Jenkins, 
Samuel Kingstone, Heather 
Allison and Nathan Cross, took 
the challenge of a lifetime 
travelling around Iceland for 10 
days tackling challenges and 
making amazing memories 
whilst completing the Explorer 
Belt Award.

The adventure began in November 2016 
with nine months of planning, budgeting, 
fundraising, training and lots of research.

During the preparation we completed 
training weekends including climbing 
Snowdon, Scarfell and the 6 highest peaks 
in Snowdonia in just one month. We also 
fundraised by holding a Christmas disco, 
charity evening, building a fence for a 
horse paddock and lots more activities.

With all our routes, accommodation and 
travel booked we headed to Birmingham 
Airport excited to begin out Explorer Belt 
adventure. Our first challenge happened 
earlier than planned on the day of 
departure with a broken rucksack for one 
team member. Luckily with help from 
Tamworth District Scouts another rucksack 
was quickly sourced.!

After landing in Reykjavik we headed to 
our overnight stop ready for the Explorer 
Belt to begin the next day.

The next morning we received our 10 mini 
challenges, all suggested by members of 
Tamworth District Scouts, these challenges 
were kept secret from us in envelopes until 
our first day. We could finally begin to 
create our plan of action with the aim of 
successfully completing all 10 challenges. 

As well as completing our 10 mini 
challenges we also had our main challenge 
of the trip which was to investigate how 
Scouting in Iceland compared to Scouting 
in the UK.

Over the next 10 days we travelled around 
Iceland completing our challenges, 
visiting local sights and attending the 
National Jamboree Landsmót Skáta 2016, 
Ulfjotsvatni for 4 days, an amazing event.

We all agree that we completed an 
expedition that we will never forget 
with so many memorable moments 
and opening up other international 
opportunities for us.

We feel proud to be the first group in 
Tamworth to complete the Explorer Belt 
Award.

We could not have achieved this Award 
without the help from many people 
including County and, Tamworth District 
but very special thanks must go to our 
mentor Peter Dunn – we could not have 
done it without you! 

Alex Jenkins 
Barbarian Explorer Leader 
(Tamworth District Scouts)

Explorer Belt - Iceland 2016
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Good governance was a key 
theme for the County last year. 
We rolled out the national 
training module for trustees 
across the County, engaged with 
District Executives and reviewed 
our financial processes.

Members of the County Executive 
Committee attended the mandatory one 
day training event to learn or refresh our 
knowledge about the roles of Executive 
Committees and responsibilities of 
Trustees. We have worked through the 
development of our risk register and have 
reviewed all our financial protocols. 

The County Chair and County 
Commissioner have attended all District 
Annual General Meetings and a number 
of Executive Committee meetings 
supporting District Commissioners and 
Chairs to fulfil their responsibilities.

In November 2016, we held a daylong 
conference for DCs and DChairs looking 
at the County Plan and exploring risk 
management, inclusion and diversity and 
making our scouting Youth Shaped. We 
were delighted to have Ann Limb join us. 
Ann is the national Chair of The Scout 
Association and gave us a very personal 
insight into both Vision 2018 and the 
importance of good governance.

Pat Russell 
County Chair

Scouting For All Awards 2017 

Staffordshire County were 
thrilled to be awarded Third place 
in the Growth Award (County) 
at the National Scouting For All 
Awards ceremony in April.

It was wonderful to be recognised for 
the achievement of seeing year on year 
growth over the last 5 years of the Vision 
2018 strategy and to receive a fabulous 
trophy on behalf of the whole County 
from Scout Ambassador, Steve Backshall. It 
is a tribute to each and every person in the 
county who puts in time and enthusiasm 
into delivering or supporting the delivery 
of a quality programme that young people 
enjoy and benefit from. 

At the Census in January 2017, the  
county had actually grown for the twelfth 
year in a row to an all-time high of  
11,263 members of which 8,388 are 
young people.

Paula Evans 
County Commissioner

Governance

Growth
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Paula Evans 
County Commissioner

Pat Russell 
County Chair

Paul Creaser 
Deputy County Commissioner 
(Programme)

Rob Gilbert 
Deputy County Commissioner 
(Development)

Helen Wilcox 
County Secretary 

Joanne Gilbert 
County Treasurer

Josh Armitage 
County Youth Commissioner

Beth Feeley 
Deputy County Youth Commissioner

Pat Viggars 
Assistant County Commissioner 
(Beavers)

Nicola Moody 
Assistant County Commissioner  
(Scouts)

Assistant County Commissioner 
(International)

Matt Ryder 
Assistant County Commissioner 
(Explorers)

Sion Hughes 
Assistant County Commissioner 
(Explorers)

Bruce Field 
Assistant County Commissioner 
(Network)

Stephen Baddeley 
Assistant County Commissioner 
(International)

Alex Grew 
Assistant County Commissioner 
(Activities)

Phil Hassall 
County Duke of Edinburgh Award 
(Adviser)

Owen Dyde 
County Training Manager

Josh Latham  
Assistant County Commissioner 
(Communications)

Staffordshire County Scouts 
Who’s Who 2016/2017

Award Recipients
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ST GEORGE’S DAY 
AWARDS

SILVER WOLF
John Bramhall   
Three Towns

BAR TO THE  
SILVER ACORN
David Bannister   
Potteries North

Chris Barlow   
Stone

Lorraine Burns   
Lichfield

Paula Evans   
County

James Hunter   
Potteries North

Clive Leader   
County

Suzanne Meakin   
Potteries North

Susan Shannon   
Stone

Pauline St. John   
Lichfield

Nigel Theaker   
Lichfield

Graham Wiggins    
Potteries North

SILVER ACORN
Michael Dale   
Newcastle

BAR TO THE 
AWARD FOR MERIT
Ken Dutton   
Three Towns

Linda Johnson   
Newcastle

AWARD FOR MERIT
Nichola Abbott   
Stone

David Giles   
Tamworth

Philip Marks  
Three Towns 

Sharon Mercer   
Three Towns

Graham Stephens  
Stafford

William Tooth   
Three Towns

Paul Wilkinson   
Newcastle

CHIEF SCOUT’S 
COMMENDATION 
FOR GOOD SERVICE
Kai Dean   
Three Towns

Karen Harrison   
Three Towns

Jan Jarvis   
Burton

Simon Johnson   
Three Towns

Martin O’Farrell   
Burton

John Ryan-Viggars  
Three Towns

Lisa Stec    
Three Towns

Elizabeth Ward   
Burton

COMMISSIONERS 
COMMENDATION 
Imogen Boote   
Potteries North  

Alice Jones  
Tamworth  

Bobbie Smith  
Tamworth 

Janice Sadler  
Tamworth 

Steve Smith  
Tamworth 

Jane Williams  
Tamworth  

Michelle Bingham  
Tamworth  

Pete Seedhouse   
Tamworth 

Dave Osbourne  
Tamworth 

Jade Griffiths   
Tamworth 

Cherrie Cuthbertson   
Three Towns 

Richard Cuthbertson  
Three Towns 

Esther Cloke  
Three Towns 

Iwan Stec  
Three Towns 

Philip O’Rourke   
Three Towns 

Philip Highfield  
Three Towns 

Thomas Moss  
Three Towns 

Angela Stott  
Newcastle  

Anne Pemberton-Smith   
Cannock 

Danny Bates   
Tamworth  

Tom Bounds  
Tamworth 
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